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    COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA





February 19, 2007





The Honorable Jennifer McClellan


Virginia House of Delegates


P. O. Box 47


Richmond, VA 23218





Dear Delegate McClellan:





On behalf of the Virginia Statewide Independent Living Council [VASILC], I want to thank you for sponsoring a budget amendment in the 2007 General Assembly session to provide $20,000 to the Virginia Statewide Independent Living Fund [SILF].  Last year, the Virginia General Assembly created the SILF as a vehicle for the Council to receive non-federal funds to enhance its support for initiatives on behalf of Virginians with disabilities.  Because the Council is funded solely with federal dollars, it cannot use those funds to engage in resource development.  Your amendment would have supplied the non-federal seed money to enable the Council to do so.





As you know, the Council receives approximately $500,000 in federal monies each year to fund its operations, its contract staff and its projects under the State Plan for Independent Living [SPIL].  The current SPIL devotes roughly $400,000 of that money to the Community Action Specialist [CAS] project in each of Virginia's Centers for Independent Living [CILs].  Because of cutbacks resulting from the federal 2007 Continuing Resolution, the Council has struggled to meet all of its obligations under the CAS contract.  It is increasingly clear that the Council must find ways to attract additional funds if it is to advocate for Virginians with disabilities in an effective manner.





Although your amendment was ultimately unsuccessful, that does not diminish our appreciation for the time and attention you devoted to this measure.  We are grateful for your assistance and look forward to working with you in the future on behalf of Virginians with disabilities.





Sincerely,


�


Timothy Edwards


Chairman





cc:	Governor Timothy Kaine











Marcia DuBois, Vice-Chair


CIL Representative


Dayton, Virginia





Jeff Pittman, Treasurer


South Boston, Virginia





Lewis Atkins, Secretary


Abingdon, Virginia





David Barrett


Glade Springs, Virginia





Jack Brandt


McGaheysville, Virginia





Sheila Cox-Combs


Pound, Virginia





Stanley Carl (Stan) Feuerberg


Centreville, Virginia





Stephen Joseph, Youth Representative


Lynchburg, Virginia





Sarah Liddle


Shawsville, Virginia





Jenny McKenzie


Dale City, Virginia





Susan Prokop


Arlington, Virginia





Alan Schlank


Arlington, Virginia





Philip Sieck


Staunton, Virginia





Doug Small


White Stone, Virginia





Celestine Walker


Lynchburg, Virginia
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