Virginia Association of Centers for Independent Living

Comments on the Draft Final Report of the Task Force to Develop an Olmstead Plan for Virginia

ISSUES & RECOMMENDATIONS NOT RELATED TO THE OLMSTEAD DECISION THAT SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM THE REPORT

TOPIC C

Consumer rights, health and safety

10.  ISSUE:  More staff attorneys are needed for VOPA’s Board of Directors to expand its list of disability specific priorities for representation.

TOPIC D

Educating consumers, family members, and providers

3.  ISSUE:  Differences in cultural and religious values systems may be barriers to effective education of people with disabilities.  For example, if a person believes that an accommodation would show a lack of faith or prevent healing, any education designed to cope with a disability may be resisted.

5.  ISSUE:  Consumers, family members and providers often understand only the disability group they represent or with which they work.  Without knowledge of the needs of all disability groups, it is difficult to create plans and initiatives that benefit all disability populations.  Any conflict among disability populations may hinder educational opportunities.

6.  ISSUE:  Many consumers are still outside the “system.”  Some are hiding their disabilities or they are hiding because they have a disability, while some depend on others for their information.

TOPIC E

Educating the public
1.  ISSUE:  Inertia and lack of imagination often stand in the way of new ideas and programs.

2.  ISSUE:  There is a lack of widespread general knowledge of the state programs available to Virginians with disabilities or Virginians who face any problem.

TOPIC J

Research and new knowledge

1.  ISSUE:  For some disabling conditions, early identification and consumer directed interventions may assist the individual to remain in the most integrated setting.  Individual access to their own genetic information sometimes may be discouraged by the inadequacy of current privacy protections.

2.  ISSUE:  Investment in disability- or disease-specific scientific research aimed at prevention, treatment, cure or recovery as possible is insufficient, and funding should be increased to assist the state in drawing down matching funds from federal and private sources.
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