An opportunity for YOU to provide input…..

As the planning body for Independent Living in Virginia, the Statewide Independent Living Council creates a new State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) every three years. The Plan is used to guide funding priorities and assist in funding innovative ways to deliver advocacy and independent living options for Virginians with disabilities.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), which provides short term funding for States, has given Virginia an opportunity to receive some of those funds for Centers for Independent Living.  In order to receive the funds Virginia’s current three year (2008-2010) State Plan for Independent Living must be amended accordingly.

Below is the amendment that the Statewide Independent Living Council is proposing.  The current 2008-2010 Plan can be found at :  http://www.vasilc.org/downloads/VASPIL200810FinalOctober112007.doc    

We welcome your comments on the proposed amendment. Public comment is critically important to the Council. Please send your comments to the Statewide Independent Living Council’s Administrator at rhonda.jeter@drs.virginia.gov   no later than October 16, 2009. The next Council meeting, to be held on Thursday, October 22 at the Department of Rehabilitative Services, will also include an opportunity for public comment at the beginning of the meeting.

Proposed Amendment:

3.2 Expansion of Network – 34 CFR 364.25

Describe the design for the further expansion of the network, including identification of the unserved and underserved areas in the State and the order of priority for serving these areas as additional funding becomes available (beyond the required cost-of-living increase).  
The partners in the development of the State Plan for Independent Living, including the Council, the Department of Rehabilitative Services, and the Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired, are solely committed to the thoughtful expansion of the Network of Centers for Independent Living as adequate and stable  resources become available. In the Commonwealth each Center has traditionally served an entire Planning District. In three instances only part of a Planning District is covered due to a high density in population. Planning Districts cover large geographic regions making coverage difficult even when adequate funding is available .Currently 16 full Centers for Independent Living in Virginia receive some combination of Federal, State and Local funds. Six of the 16 receive Title VII Part C funds. Four Satellite Centers, “parented” by a full Center, receive State funds only and will be transitioned into full Centers as adequate and permanent funding becomes available. Though the Network of Centers and Satellite Centers is wide, comprehensive underserved pockets in each exist, according to the definition of underserved from the Rehabilitation Act. Each Center is able to identify underserved populations through locally designed methods and self-evaluation. The Statewide Independent Living Council continues to track underserved populations through yearly 704 Reports, submitted by all Centers in Virginia regardless of the funding base.

If short term Federal funding becomes available through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) those funds will be allocated to the six existing Title VII Part C (federally) funded Centers for Independent Living with the overall goals to:

· Stabilize the existing infrastructure of Virginia’s Network of CILs 

· Expand independent living services, continue and expand employment  and training opportunities

 With these overarching goals, each of the existing Centers for Independent Living in Virginia will identify underserved population needs in their respective service areas. The Centers will develop strategies to provide outreach to these underserved areas and populations which are defined by the Rehabilitation Act.

To underscore a parity of stimulus funding and ensure an increase of services statewide, State funding of the six existing Federally funded Centers for Independent Living  will be decreased temporarily so that the ten State funded Centers and four State funded Satellite Centers can be awarded a stimulus payment of state funding. This process, which will be contractually assured, will infuse an additional $54,000 a year for a total of two years for each of the Centers and Satellite Centers, concurrent with the two years of Federal ARRA funding. The beneficiaries of statewide stimulus payments of federal and state dollars will be the local communities, existing and new employees and most importantly consumers. Following the end of ARRA funding, State funds will revert back to the six federally funded Centers.


If permanent federal funding becomes available the order of priority for receipt of those funds is as follows: 

1. The two oldest Satellite Centers, located in Petersburg and Christiansburg, if $250,000 or more is made available

2. The two most recently developed Satellite Centers located in Loudon and on the State’s Middle Peninsula, if $250,000 or more is made available

3. The current unserved areas of the State which can be identified as Planning

Districts 13, 14, 17 and the south west part of Planning District 9, if $250,000 or more is made available

4.
If funding is less than $250,000, it will be distributed equally among existing Federally funded Centers for Independent Living.
********

The Statewide Independent Living Council and their partners, the Department of Rehabilitative Services and the Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired look forward to hearing from you.
