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Proposed Draft
2008-2011
State Plan for Independent Living
The following draft has been proposed for the 2008 – 2011 State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL).  Please list your comments in the space provided following each goal.  Additional comments may be added at the end of the document.  

Comments on the proposed draft will be received from April 23, 2007 – June 4, 2007.

Please send comments to:

Lisa Grubb

Executive Director

32 Abbey Court

Fishersville, Virginia 22939

VA.SILC.Lisa@comcast.net
FAX: (540) 949.7453
Voice: (540) 949.SILC
Virginia Statewide Independent Living Council:

The Commonwealth's catalyst for inclusion of people with disabilities.
	GOAL 1: Facilitate Support for New and Existing Centers for Independent Living  

	The SILC will support efforts to obtain additional state and federal funding for Centers to continue the development of established CILs and to broaden outreach to unserved and underserved populations.
OUTCOME: The funding level for CILs will increase.

	BASELINE: The current level of CIL funding

	OBJECTIVES:

	1.1 Identify populations of Virginians with disabilities unserved and underserved by the IL system.  
· Create and issue a grant, MOU or RFP
· Examine demographic populations 

· Develop a process for identifying unserved and underserved populations
· Data will be used to identify IL needs of populations studied

	1.2 Recommend a process for the establishment of new CILs; and promoting IL services to unserved and underserved populations in Virginia.

· The SILC recommends that CIL funding allocations follow these priorities: 

1. CILs not currently receiving funds under part C of Chapter 1 of Title VIII of the Act; 

2. Funding of existing CILs that fall below the recommended minimum standard ($250,000); 

· Expansion of existing centers through the establishment of a separate and complete center at a different geographical location in accord with the survey under 1.4

	1.3 Identify needed funding to advance independent Living in unserved and underserved areas.

· Create and issue a grant, MOU, or RFP to compile data annually
· Advance these priorities to legislators at the state and federal levels

	1.4 Request VACIL to compile 704 data annually of all cities and counties in Virginia.

· Ascertain the extent of funding that CILs receive from their communities
· Use to advocate for additional local support of CILs

	1. 1.5 Identify a process to address needs of CILs.
· Coordinate and facilitate discussions with appropriate constituency groups
· Use discussions with constituency groups to identify prospective Council appointees

· Make recommendations to appropriate agencies

· for services to meet needs identified 

· for appointment to Council based on discussions with constituency groups
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	GOAL 2: Carry out the goals and objectives identified in the Comprehensive Cross Governmental Strategic Plan to Ensure Continued Community Integration of People with Disabilities.

	The SILC will continue working with the OCI to identify opportunities to communicate with Virginia state legislators and members of Congress in support of legislation that empathize independent, community living away from institutionalization.

OUTCOME: IL Advocates, policy makers, and other stake holders are trained to act upon the programmatic and systemic barriers to community integration.  

OUTCOME: The number of staff and people with disabilities in institutions receiving IL training will increase.

	BASELINE: The number of people who receive training.

	OBJECTIVE:

	2.1  Obtain baseline data 
· Request the OCI Implementation Team to provide data

	2.2 Determine local housing capacity needs and the means to address them  
· In concert with the OCI, work with the VHDA and the DHCD as well as the CILs, DSBs and AAAs

	2.3  Outreach to all communities of Virginians with disabilities and all agencies serving or affecting Virginians with disabilities.
· Convene and manage a Statewide Independent Living Conference  
· Develop and issue a grant, MOU or RFP to plan a Statewide Independent Living Conference

· Outline a conference agenda addressing the issues raised in the OCI strategic plan and other aspects of the SPIL
· Monitor and work with the Awardee* on implementation of the IL Conference  
· Evaluate the success of the conference
· identify action items arising from its deliberations

· incorporate action steps into the subsequent State Plan for Independent Living

	2.4 Inform residents of institutional settings of options concerning living in the community to become better self-advocates when they transition, along with training for social workers who play a crucial role in transitioning individuals from residential settings.

· Implement training sessions that target individuals who reside in residential settings
· Develop a universal presentation that can be modified for each area
· Deliver 9 of presentations over the next three years
· Monitor the success of the training 

· Implement training sessions that target social workers and other individuals who participate in assisting an individual in transitioning form an institutional setting  

· Develop a universal presentation that can be modified for each area  

· Deliver 9 of presentations over the next three years
· Monitor the success of the training
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	GOAL 3: Promote ongoing education about and compliance with the American’s with Disability Act and other major disability rights laws.  

	To educate disability advocates, the public, policymakers and the private sector about laws related to disability rights.  

OUTCOME: The number of policy makers, consumers, providers and private sector entities receiving education about disability rights will increase.

	BASELINE: The current number of education units reflected within the 704 data.

	OBJECTIVE:

	3.1  Seek certification of Virginia's building code by the DOJ.  

· Consult with the DOJ, Governor's office and other state agencies to understand the process for seeking certification and prepare relevant documents for submission to DOJ
· Monitor the progress of the DOJ submission 

· Evaluate the progress of the application

· Contact appropriate officials as necessary

· Identify and address any obstacles to certification

	3.2   Support disability rights voter education.  
· Sponsor with the VOPA, League of Women Voters, and/or other voter education organizations a forum on voting rights for people with disabilities and HAVA
· In consultation with VACIL, identify a set of issues important to Virginians with disabilities for use in evaluating candidates in the following general election
· Prepare a survey based on those issues for distribution to relevant candidates 

· Post the responses to the survey on the SILC website
· Evaluate tools that address physical access to the polls

	3.3 Co-Sponsor the Road to Freedom Disability Rights Tour 
· Partner with the DSU, Virginia AARP and CILs

	3.4  Increase awareness and understanding of disability issues among all organs of government.

· Survey all state agency, boards, and commissions 

· Determine which agency, boards, and commissions have member slots representing the disability community
· Advocate for appointment of people with disabilities to those boards and commissions

	3.5  Identify liaisons from those agencies to the SILC.
· Work with the OCI, DHCD, DOT, DVS, DOE, DMAS and other relevant state agencies 
· Extend invitation to liaisons to quarterly meetings

	3.6 Highlight the strengths and weaknesses in Virginia’s Youth Transition Services for Independent Living

· Empower youth who are transitioning from school to the community
· Provide youth with the skills necessary to make them affective advocates for themselves
· Implement workshops to inform youth of how to become agents for themselves  

· Develop a workshop by using individuals who have recently transitioned from school to the community.  

· Target a school system each year of the grant and provide these trainings
· Monitor the success of the training 

	3.7 Improve the knowledge of consumers and the community on disability laws and regulations.  

· Promote and implement a series of courses to inform the consumer and the committee about disability laws and legislation
· Develop a series of courses based on prior knowledge of the participant
· Deliver 9 courses over the next three years
· Follow-up with the participants and see if the training was beneficial at advancing individual and system advocacy
· Support the ADA Coalition on topics relevant to community integration of people with disabilities
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Responsible Party - SILC is defined as membership and/or staff.

RFP Awardee(s) – All RFP/Grant/MOU Awardees will be supervised by the SILC Executive Director and overseen by the SILC Executive Committee and SILC Project Liaisons
Acronyms Referenced:

AAAs – Area Agencies on Aging

AARP – American Association of Retired Persons
CILs – Centers for Independent Living
DHCD – Department of Housing and Community Development
DMAS - Department of Medical Assistant Services 

DMHMRSAS - Department of Mental Health Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services 

DOE - Department of Education
DOJ – Department of Justice

DOT - Department of Transportation
DSBs – Disability Service Boards

DSU – Designated State Unit

DVS - Department of Veterans' Services
IDEA – Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
IL – Independent Living
LOF – Level of Functioning

MOU – Memorandum of Understanding
OCI - Office of Community Integration
RFP – Request for Proposal

SILC – Statewide Independent Living Council

VACIL – Virginia Association of Centers for Independent Living

VHDA – Virginia Housing and Development Authority

VOPA – Virginia Office for Protection and Advocacy
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Comments on Goal 1:
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Comments on Goal 2:
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Comments on Goal 3:
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Additional Comments:
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