VIRGINIA STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL
2007 Legislative Agenda

The Virginia Statewide Independent Living Council [VASILC] is a federally-funded, gubernatorially appointed body whose mission is to promote effective policies, programs and activities that maximize independent living [IL] for Virginians with disabilities.  We ask the General Assembly to enact the following measures that are consistent with the State Plan for Independent Living.
· Support the McLellan/Deeds budget amendment for the Statewide Independent Living Fund.  To conduct its business and implement the initiatives under the State Plan for Independent Living, the SILC relies on a limited amount of federal funds.  However, it cannot use federal monies to broaden its resource capacity.  This amendment will enable the SILC to leverage the funds at its disposal and extend its ability to serve Virginians with disabilities.
· Support HB 2269 and SB 923 that will give to the SILC similar authority to apply for grants and donations as other Virginia commissions and boards.
· Support the funds included in the Governor's budget to implement the Money Follows the Person Rebalancing Initiative.  These funds are essential to help people with disabilities leave nursing homes and other institutions.  It is critical that this money remain in the budget if Virginia is to receive federal matching dollars in the round of grants to be announced by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services in March.

· Ensure that accessible transportation for people with disabilities is a key element of any transportation initiatives approved by the General Assembly.  
· Support legislation – such as the Virginia Housing Trust Fund and extension of home accessibility tax credits to new construction -- to expand the inventory of affordable and accessible housing.  
· Support the agenda proposed by the Virginia Association of Centers for Independent Living (VACIL)
